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Colleagues and Friends, 
  
I want to remind everyone that fire safety is of 
critical importance. Although we are a chapter 
of SFPE, there are other professional organiza-
tions that promote fire safety. NFPA pushes fire 

safety annually this time of year because of the 
increased use of candles and cooking around 
the holiday season. Fire Prevention Week 2018 
is October 7th-13th. Between 2011 and 2015, 
an estimated 8,700 home structure fires oc-
curred because of candles alone - so, please 
be vigilant and remind others of the importance 
of fire safety. 
  
Similarly, don’t forget to change the batteries 
in smoke detector during Daylight Savings on 
November 4th! Between 2009 and 2013, about 
10% of all deaths in home fires occurred in a 
home with a smoke detector installed but did 
not alarm because they weren’t tested or had a 
bad battery. Because of this, our chapter did a 
9V battery giveaway last year to improve 
awareness in the community. 
  
So, as we head into October, I encourage eve-
ryone to remind those in their sphere of influ-
ence of these important facts. 
  
And finally, we got a lot of responses with the 
survey we sent out last week. I’ll be presenting 
the results of this survey and opening the floor 
to discuss the suggestions from our members 
and affiliates. I look forward to seeing every-
one there! 
  
Cheers, 

Rob Plonski 
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Directions to Aiken Brewing Company  

Aiken Brewing Company is at the corner of 

Laurens St and the Alley in downtown Aiken. 

140 Laurens St SW, Aiken, SC 29801. Parking 

is available on the street. 

 

RSVP: Nick Everett 

at jameseverett2014@gmail.com 

OR 

Sign up using the Website! 

Next Meeting: Tuesday, October 16, 2018 

Speaker: Bryan Berkley  

Organization: Viking Corporation  

Topic:  Review of Specialty Sprinklers in the Fire Protection Industry 

Location: Aiken Brewing Company 
 140 Laurens St SW 
 Aiken, SC 29801 

Times: 5:30 PM-Social Time 
 6:00 PM-Technical Presentation  
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Meeting Highlights August 18, 2018 
 

President Rob Plonski call the meeting to order at 6:00 PM and welcomed members and guests. 

 A motion with second to approve the meeting minutes from the May meeting passed a voice vote. 

 A motion with second to approve the treasure's report from the May meeting passed a voice vote. 

 OLD BUSINESS 

Mercy Ministries update – Work at Mercy Ministries is nearly complete. The chapter is looking for a new project for next 

year. 

The SFPE Annual Conference is October 27 - November 2 is in Nashville, TN. 

NEW BUSINESS 

Stan Hill has decided to step down as the Membership Chair for the chapter. Kelsey volunteered to take the position. 

The chapter has won the SFPE Gold Chapter Excellence award again this year. We are the only chapter that was won the 

award every year of its existence.  

A poll will be sent out by the chapter to gauge interest in continuing the discount cards from last year. 

A motion with second to donate $650 of chapter funds to the SFPE research foundation passed by voice vote. 

Rob Plonski will be looking into donating through Underwriter’s Laboratory who will match the donation. 

No treasurer report was made at this meeting. 

There was not a 50/50 drawing this month. 

A motion and second to close the business passed a voice vote. 

Dan Arnold of Seneca Fire Engineering, LLC was introduced as the speaker. His presentation was titled “When Fire Protec-

tion Systems Fail...A Review of Selected Case Studies.” 

NEXT MEETING 

The October meeting will be held at the Aiken Brewing Company in Aiken, SC on October 16. 

  Respectfully Submitted, 

  Nick Everett 
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Treasurer’s Report 

Treasurer's Report for October 2018 

Treasurer’s Report: 

Balances as of 09/30/2018: 

Checking:                                $3,221.94 

Savings:                                   $2,370.79 

Credit Balance:                      $0.00  

Petty Cash (for Mtg. Exp.):   $50.00 

Total:                       $5,642.73     

Current Membership: 25     

  

 Respectfully submitted, 

William “Will” Cosey 
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SFPE News 

SFPE Corporate 100 

The SFPE Corporate 100 Partner Program was founded in 1976 to give organizations and individuals an oppor-

tunity to show their support of SFPE's mission. With the financial support of Corporate 100 Partners and the 

dedication of both volunteers and staff, SFPE has made groundbreaking strides to define and improve the prac-

tice of fire protection engineering.  For questions or more information contact SFPE Membership and Chapter 

Relations Manager contact Julie Gordon at jgordon@sfpe.org or (301) 915-9721 or to view information on the 

Corporate 100 Program follow the link below:  

(Click Here) 

Saluting our Corporate 100 Members: 

LeGrand Engineering, Inc. and Foster Engineering & Consulting, LLC 

SFPE INTERNATIONAL MEMBERSHIP 

SFPE is the professional organization that includes fire protection engineers, fire safety engineers, fire engineers, 

and allied professionals. Join over 4,000 colleagues in over 60 countries who believe in engineering a fire safe 

world. SFPE pursues its vision by serving its members and customers globally through world-class information, 

education, credentialing and advocacy. Connect with the best minds in fire protection and fire safety engineering, 

advance your career, and make a difference by getting involved. Our strength and the future of the profession 

rely on the innovative thinking and active participation of engineers - just like you. 

Start your membership today—Click Here  

Next SFPE Member Only Webinar Topic: When Can DtS Solutions Make Unsafe Build-

ings? 

Date/Time: October 15th, 2018 @ 6:00 PM EST  

Recordings of previous webinars are available to members HERE.  

http://www.sfpe.org/?page=Corporate100
http://www.sfpe.org/?page=Membership
http://www.sfpe.org/?page=WebinarArchive
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SFPE News Continued 
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PE Review Manual 
 

The fourth edition of the Principles and Practice of Engineering (PE) Examination in Fire Protection Engineering Review Manual has been 
revised to include items previously listed in the errata and feature an updated specification sheet in the annex to reflect current NCEES 

PE Exam requirements. The review manual has been submitted to the publisher and is expected to be back in stock by the end of April. 

If you plan to take the exam this fall, this book is a must! Click here to order. 

Higher Education Subcommittee Focuses on Model Curricula  

The Higher Education Subcommittee continues to make progress in outlining model curricula for our profession with the newly undertak-
en task of developing a Fire Protection Engineering Technology model curriculum. This follows the recently finished projects of develop-

ing model curricula for both bachelor of science and master’s in science for fire protection engineering degrees. 

The subcommittee seeks interested and experienced professionals to participate in these and future efforts. If you are interested in 

joining the subcommittee, please reach out to Louis Guerrazzi, manager of Professional Practice. 

2018 CSRA COLLEGE NIGHT—AUGUSTA, GA 

Members of the CSRA SFPE Chapter attended the 2018 College Night in Augusta, GA, to inform high school 

students and parents about the vast array of careers in Fire Science and Fire Protection Engineering. Tom Alli-

son, Bob O'Neill, and Rob Hanson represented the Chapter at this event. Students and parents were given infor-

mation on colleges that offer degrees in fire protection and career opportunities available upon graduation. Over 

6,000 students were in attendance.  

 

https://sfpe.site-ym.com/store/ViewProduct.aspx?id=4545039
mailto:lguerrazzi@sfpe.org
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Chapter Sponsors 

Please consider promoting your company in the CSRA Newsletter and on our web-

site.  Just complete the Sponsor Form attached to this newsletter and send your 

business card and check payable to SFPE – CSRA Chapter in care of  Will Cosey, 

118 Beauregard Lane, Aiken, SC 29803.   All proceeds are invested into Chapter ac-

tivities and operations, including but not limited to special projects and efforts with-

in our communities.   


