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Speaker: Chris Dilday 

Organization: SPP Pumps  

Topic:            Design and Selection of Fire Pumps 

 

Location:  Virtual – Teams 

Times:   5:30 – Business Meeting  

 6PM – 7PM – Technical Presentation  

Virtual Meeting 

RSVP: Robert Whitmore at r_whitmore@comcast.net 

 OR Sign up using the Website! 

Use Microsoft Teams link : HERE 

Chapter Officers 
 

President:  
Rob Plonski, P.E. 

(505)-660-1057 
Robert.Plonski@nnsa.doe.gov 
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Matt Every, P.E.  
(360)-970-9336 
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Secretary: 
Robert Whitmore, P.E.  
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Past President:  
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(410)-877-5032 

RobHanson@YourFPE.com 
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A Decade of Excellence 

2005—2021 Recipient of  

SFPE Gold Level 

Chapter Excellence Award 

SOCIETY OF FIRE PROTECTION ENGINEERS  

Greet ings f rom Your President  

NEXT MEETING:  TUESDAY,  October 28th  

A publication of the CSRA SFPE Chapter  - Rob Plonski, Editor 

Happy Halloween CSRA-SFPE!  

Our chapter year is already off to the races. We had a large turnout for our last chapter 

meeting, which is encouraging. In the last newsletter, and briefly during our last meeting, I 

introduced our theme this year – “The Year of The Phoenix”. We are hoping that as we 

transition from 2020, into and through 2021, our chapter will continue to grow stronger, not 

unlike when a phoenix rises from the ashes, strengthened and renewed.   

We are about to be schedule a social event for this 

winter, so be on the lookout for a poll so we can 

dial in on a date.  

The 2021 SFPE North American Conference is going 

on this week and I am in attendance, representing 

the best SFFPE chapter in the world. Seriously 

though, CSRA-SFPE is the only chapter to have re-

ceived the Gold Chapter Excellence Award since it 

was first established by SFPE in 2005. I’ll present 

the Gold Chapter Excellence Award Patch in our 

meeting this month.  

I look forward to seeing you-all very soon! 

Cheers, 

-Rob  

http://csra-sfpe.org/event-4163051
http://csra-sfpe.org/event-4163051
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_YjA3YTRiZDUtZjU4OC00NGRkLWJkNzYtMGY1ZmY5NDM3MDI3%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%226b183ecc-4b55-4ed5-b3f8-7f64be1c4138%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%220ef0138c-e232-45be-ae7f-c3d9ebd84a0e%22%7d
https://www.linkedin.com/in/robplonski
mailto:Robert.Plonski@nnsa.doe.gov
mailto:skwaidelich@gmail.com
https://www.linkedin.com/in/ralph-foster-066aa537/
mailto:Eric@FosterEngr.com
mailto:Eric@FosterEngr.com
https://www.linkedin.com/in/rob-hanson-851497b9
mailto:RobHanson@YourFPE.com
https://www.sfpe.org/page/ChapterAwdRecipients#:~:text=The%20SFPE%20Board%20of%20Directors,%E2%80%94%20Gold%2C%20Silver%20and%20Bronze.


 

 

Hey there CSRA! I’ve worked or have known most of 

you for several years now, but in case we haven’t had 

the chance to meet, my name is Rob Plonski. I work out 

of the Headquarters office of the U.S. Department of En-

ergy - National Nuclear Security Administration (NNSA) 

as the Safety Functional Area Lead for Fire Protection. I 

provide oversight and set policy for fire protection engi-

neering design and operations across eight Department 

of Energy sites throughout the U.S. I received my under-

grad in Mechanical Engineering from the University of 

Colorado, Masters in Fire Protection Engineering from 

the University of Maryland, and even went a second Masters in Applied Intelligence from Mer-

cyhurst (I had the crazy idea of leaving the realm of fire protection). I have my PE in fire, sit on a 

handful of SFPE committees, and am the chair of NFPA 770. Needless to say, I stay pretty 

busy, but I enjoy contributing to our community and helping to mature the fire protection engi-

neering industry.  

 

I’ve been engaged in CSRA-SFPE since 2015; I was the chapter secretary from 2016-2017, 

president from 2017-2018, and then president again 2018-2019. I tried to step aside and allow 

others to lead for a while, but COVID had other plans, and our chapter had to overcome some 

challenges. Thankfully, Rob Hanson had laid the groundwork as president in early 2020, allow-

ing me to build on what he had established when all hell broke loose and everything went re-

mote.  Now, almost two years later, we’re a stronger and more dynamic chapter than we’ve ever 

been – capable of remote presentations, remote meetings, and even remote chapter officers. 

Our vice-president lives in WA and has never been to CSRA! So it goes without saying, alt-

hough I’m saying it now, that I’m pretty excited about this next year and what it holds, as we 

break out of the monotony and regimen that most of us have fallen into over the last 20-months. 
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Meet Your Officers 

Rob Plonski, P.E. 

President 



 Balances as of 10/09/2021: 

 

Checking:  $2,842.27 

Savings:  $4,925.84 

Credit:  ($0.00) 

Petty Cash: $50.00 

Total:  $7,818.11 

 
Active Members: 23 
Pending Renewal: 12 
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Treasurer’s Report for Oct 2021 

Income:  $1,280.08 

Expenses: 

Credit card fees: $42.40 

Total:  $42.40 

  

Tele meeting convened at 5:30pm  

1st chapter meeting of the year 

 

Chapter President, Rob Plonski, opened the meeting with introduc-

tion of new chapter officers: Matt Every (Vice President), Robert 

Whitmore (Secretary), and Eric Mondor (Treasurer). 

It was mentioned that CSRA SFPE is recipient of Gold Chapter 

Excellence Award, our chapter has consistently held this distinction 

since the inception of the award in 2005. Rob Plonski will be re-

ceiving our Chapter Excellence Award at upcoming Baltimore 

SFPE North American Conference (see below) 

New Business 

Treasurer’s report was briefly presented by Eric Mondor – 

Passed 

Attendees were surveyed for interest in returning to “in-

person” meetings (hybrid format) this idea was positively 

received based on the input/feedback from attendees. 

Motion to purchase a video link camera and microphone to 

facilitate hybrid chapter meetings was presented w/ 

$160 estimated cost. Motion to spend up to $200 on 

video camera and microphone - Passed (Eric Mondor 

will follow-up w/ purchase) 

2021 SFPE North American Conference (Nov. 8-10) w/ Semi-

nars (Nov. 11-13) mentioned – to unenthusiastic recep-

tion from attendees (nobody plans to attend except Rob 

Plonski) 

Fall Social Event (fishing for ideas and input from chapter 

members) 

 

Old Business 

None 

 

Speaker 

Speaker: Sam Bowen 

Organization: Safespill  

Topic: passive fire prevention via perforated prefab. hanger 

floor (Safespill) flammable liquid spill containment sys-

tem      

Enthusiastically Submitted, 

Robert Whitmore 

CSRA-SFPE September Meeting Minutes 

Respectively Submitted, 

Eric Mondor 



  

Upcoming Events  

PREMIUM EVENTS AND SEMINARS 

 

Member Webinar: Healthcare Facilities – A Holistic Fire Protection Approach 
MEMBER WEBINAR SERIES, 10/25/2021 @ 1100-1200 (ET) 

 

Temporary Fire Protection Solutions: Emergency Notification and Remote Monitoring  
PERSPECTIVE WEBINAR SERIES, 10/27/2021 @ 1300-1400 (ET) 

 

Live Perspective Webinar: Designing Sprinkler Systems for Longevity and Easy 
Maintenance 

PERSPECTIVE WEBINAR SERIES, 11/05/2021 @ 1100-1200 (ET) 

 

Tall Mass Timber Buildings & Fire Service Concerns  
FIRE SERVICE, 11/10/2021 @ 1300-1430 (ET) 

 
Live Member Webinar: Equivalent Protection Schemes for Fire Sprinkler Systems Full

-Scale Fire Testing 
MEMBER WEBINAR SERIES, 11/15/2021 @ 1100-1200 (ET) 

 

Perspective Webinar Sponsored by Lubrizol/Freezemaster  
COMING SOON, 11/17/2021 @ 1100-1200 (ET) 

 

 

October 2021 

Going on This Week! 

https://www.sfpe.org/membership-communities/sfpeconnect/communities/events/event-description?CalendarEventKey=c8a308db-7a6d-4a48-98ad-c4b7541f5944&Home=%2fevents-education%2fsfpewebinarseries
https://www.sfpe.org/membership-communities/sfpeconnect/communities/events/event-description?CalendarEventKey=4209f9ad-d0ce-4994-abce-44aebde11b09&Home=%2fevents-education%2fsfpewebinarseries
https://www.sfpe.org/membership-communities/sfpeconnect/communities/events/event-description?CalendarEventKey=c833feef-9c54-41fa-802f-5f8104029861&Home=%2fevents-education%2fsfpewebinarseries
https://www.sfpe.org/membership-communities/sfpeconnect/communities/events/event-description?CalendarEventKey=c833feef-9c54-41fa-802f-5f8104029861&Home=%2fevents-education%2fsfpewebinarseries
https://www.sfpe.org/membership-communities/sfpeconnect/communities/events/event-description?CalendarEventKey=345496b9-72d6-40f7-bf0a-aaf7a0e13848&Home=%2fevents-education%2fcalendar
https://www.sfpe.org/membership-communities/sfpeconnect/communities/events/event-description?CalendarEventKey=136eb1d9-d836-4783-8a68-78b808b216bc&Home=%2fevents-education%2fsfpewebinarseries
https://www.sfpe.org/membership-communities/sfpeconnect/communities/events/event-description?CalendarEventKey=136eb1d9-d836-4783-8a68-78b808b216bc&Home=%2fevents-education%2fsfpewebinarseries
https://www.sfpe.org/membership-communities/sfpeconnect/communities/events/event-description?CalendarEventKey=2f4acb6d-3de0-4757-ac29-d41ab8fb4664&Home=%2fevents-education%2fcalendar
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SFPE Webinars 

Recorded Webinars 
All live webinars are recorded to ensure that SFPE members have access to what they may 
have missed and are available  on demand. 

 

 

Professional Development and Continuing Education  
SFPE is proud to offer Professional Development Hours (PDH) and Continuing Education 
Units (CEU) for those who need them. Earning PDHs and CEUs are only granted to individu-
als who participate in any webinar. Alternatively, SFPE members can earn PDHs and CEUs 
for past webinars by accessing our  e-Learning portal. 

SFPE International Membership 

SFPE is the professional organization that includes fire protection engineers, fire safety engineers, 

fire engineers, and allied professionals. Join over 4,000 colleagues in over 60 countries who be-

lieve in engineering a fire safe world. SFPE pursues its vision by serving its members and custom-

ers globally through world-class information, education, credentialing and advocacy. Connect with 

the best minds in fire protection and fire safety engineering, advance your career, and make a dif-

ference by getting involved. Our strength and the future of the profession rely on the innovative 

thinking and active participation of engineers - just like you. 

Start your membership today—Click Here  

SFPE Corporate 100 

The SFPE Corporate 100 Partner Program was founded in 1976 to give organizations and individu-

als an opportunity to show their support of SFPE's mission. With the financial support of Corporate 

100 Partners and the dedication of both volunteers and staff, SFPE has made groundbreaking 

strides to define and improve the practice of fire protection engineering.  For questions or more in-

formation contact SFPE Membership and Chapter Relations Manager contact Julie Gordon at jgor-

don@sfpe.org or (301) 915-9721 or to view information on the Corporate 100 Program follow the 

link below:       (Click Here) 

Saluting our Corporate 100 Members: 

LeGrand Engineering, Inc. and Foster Engineering & Consulting, LLC 

http://www.sfpe.org/?page=WebinarArchive
http://https/www.sfpe.org/page/elearning
http://www.sfpe.org/?page=Membership
http://www.sfpe.org/?page=Corporate100
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Advertise with US! 

Please consider promoting your company in the CSRA Newsletter and on our website.  Just 

complete the Sponsor Form attached to this newsletter and send your business card and 

check payable to SFPE – CSRA Chapter in care of Eric Mondor, 1100 Pulaski St Apt 406,  

Columbia, SC 29201.   All proceeds are invested into Chapter activities and operations, 

including but not limited to special projects and efforts within our communities.   


